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Have yourself a materialistic Christmas . . .

Christmas has become entirely too spiritual . . . it’s just not materialistic enough anymore!

Yes, I know . . . after just one sentence of this article you are questioning my sanity . . . but
please, bear with me: I’m not kidding. I’m really serious! Why? Because the first Christmas, the
night of Jesus’ birth was all about God coming down and becoming flesh – that is, part of the
stuff, the material, of this world! The same God who, with the joyous shout “Let there be!”
created all the stuff of and in this world and then declared it “I’m telling you the truth; all this
stuff is very good!”, decided it was high time to be born as one of us and live among us in order
to show us just how good the stuff of this world can be . . . and that stuff includes you and me!

The plain old stuff of this world was redeemed, made new, by the presence of God in our
midst. The ordinary swaddling cloths . . . the same stuff used for any newborn . . . now wrapped
God in human flesh. An ordinary feed trough became God’s crib. God came to this earth to
show the essential goodness of the whole of creation, not just the finer things; and so God did
not cheat and take on human flesh in a palace. The stuff of this world mattered so deeply to
God that, in Jesus, God came down to share in our joys and sorrows, in our losses and our
victories, in our triumphs and our tragedies. But we seem to have forgotten that. We have so
deeply “spiritualized” the event of Christmas that it’s hard for us to think of baby Jesus dirtying a
diaper. In the process, Christmas faith has become not much more than a greeting card faith
that can’t stand up to the challenges of real life in the real world.

So, yes, we need a more materialistic view of Christmas. We need to let the reality of Jesus
as “God-with-skin” sink in and stew in our hearts and minds for a while. We need to remember
that there were no gifts that night . . . just some stinky shepherds who showed up telling a wild
story about angels lighting up the night sky! The magi and their gold, frankincense and myrrh,
were still a couple years’ travel away, slogging their way through the sand of a distant desert.
No, on that night there was nothing other than the ordinary sounds and smells of the earth and
of childbirth . . . just plain sounds and smells! . . . made holy by God’s presence.

And so, lest I be misunderstood, in urging you to have a materialistic Christmas I am not
urging you to join the masses at the mall in their frenzied search for the right stuff to buy for
someone. No, that whole enterprise springs from the terribly fallen and flawed view that the
stuff you own is the stuff that matters. But, you see, you are the stuff that matters at Christmas.
Remember that Joseph and Mary were ordinary people like you and me . . . they did not have
haloes! Remember the stink of the animals; remember the slime of sheep and cow and donkey
slobber crusted on the feed box that was pressed into duty as a crib. Remember how
frustrating it must have been for Joseph and Mary to find themselves stuck in such an unholy
predicament when the time came for Mary to be delivered. By every standard the modern
world uses to measure the blessing of God, this poor couple was as far removed from the state
of blessedness as they could be! But friends, remember that! And remembering just how far
from God’s good side it appears that they may have been, open your eyes to the ways God
can – and does! – come to you right where you are. That coming of God has nothing to do
with presents under a tree! That coming of God has nothing to do with the North Pole and a fat
man in a red velvet trimmed with white fur! Mary and Joseph didn’t need more and better stuff
to be a part of God’s plan. All they needed was a little room in their lives for God to occupy.



On that night in Bethlehem, God broke all the rules. On that night in Bethlehem, God
became one of us in the lowliest of human circumstances . . . God became one of us and was
born not in the cleanliness and warmth of the manor house, not even in the plainer, yet still
comfortable surroundings of the guest house; no, God became one of us in the dirty, unheated,
shed on the backside of town – which, at least in my mind would be about the same as
underneath the highway’s overpass today. On that night, God became one of us in the most
ordinary way in the regular stuff of human life. And that, my friends, ought tell us something . . .
something very, very important. God knows you and loves you and still comes to you in Jesus,
just where you are.

God wants to be in the middle of the common, ordinary stuff of your life. And God can
and will do that . . . even now . . . just as God did so many years ago. You – not the stuff you
can buy or the stuff you own – just you: that is what God, in Jesus, came to redeem. You are
the matter that matters at Christmas.

Remember that, and you will experience a Christmas that will touch your heart and
soul and will really be for you a time of good news of great joy. So . . .

. . . have yourself a materialistic Christmas,

Pastor Carr

But . . . before Christmas . . . comes Advent

Yes, before Christmas . . . comes Advent . . . and not only on Sunday! As is our custom, we
will take time out of the busy-ness of the holiday season to spend extra time in preparation for
the coming of God among us in Jesus.

The theme chosen for this year’s Advent Midweek Devotions is A Child Is Born in

Bethlehem. In word and song, in prayer and preaching, we will be taking a closer look at the

hope these words spoken by the prophet Micah might have brought God’s people in the long-
ago in order that we might find the hope they can bring to us, God’s people, in the now!

“But you, O Little Town of Bethlehem;
‘tho you are the smallest of the cities of Judah

you are not the least important:
the Shepherd-Ruler of Israel will be born in you!

Jesus was not the only special child born in Bethlehem. In the first week we’ll consider
Jacob and his dear Rachel – who died while birthing Benjamin in Bethlehem. In the second
week we’ll rejoice with Ruth and Naomi who – after experiencing long years of the poverty of
widows, rejoiced at the birth of Obed. The third week will look at David, the most famous child
of Bethlehem in all the history of God’s chosen ones, Israel/Judah, and how the hopes of those
chosen ones for the promised Shepherd-Ruler were wrapped-up in him.

Our Advent gatherings will take place on each of the following Wednesday evenings:
November 30th, December 7th, and December 14th. The evenings will begin in the Parish Hall
with a light meal at 6:00 p.m., and will continue in the Nave with Worship at 6:45 p.m. Our
evenings together will conclude by 7:30 p.m.



Preaching Matters

It hardly seems possible that another church year has ended, and yet, another has begun! The
words of the poet and hymn writer, Isaac Watts, always seem appropriate at the turning of the year . . .
whether that turning happens to be of the church’s year or the world’s year does not matter: time, like
an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away.

In the month of December, we experience the deepening darkness outside as the days grow ever-
shorter. But in the church, the light begins to dawn as we celebrate and remember the birth of Jesus,
the Light of the World.

The portions of scripture appointed for our reading and, therefore, as the springboard for
the matter of preaching, for the month of December (plus the last Sunday of November) are:

Sunday, November 27th: The First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1st Corinthians 1:3-9; and Mark 13:24-37

Sunday, December 4th: The Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13’ 2nd Peter 3:8-15a; and Mark 1:1-8

Sunday, December 11th: The Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 146:5-10, or, Luke 1:46b-55; 1st Thessalonians 5:16-24;

and, John 1:6-8, 19-28

Sunday, December 18th: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
2nd Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55, or, Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27;

and, Luke 1:26-38

Sunday, December 25th: Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4[5-12]; and, St. John 1:1-14

Worship on “The Longest Night”
Christmas can be a painful time. For some, it has always – even in childhood – been so. For others,

this Christmas may be tempered with the knowing that this will be the last spent with a loved one, or it may
be the first Christmas spent with “that empty chair” at the dining room table or in the corner of the living
room . . . the chair that was “hers” or “his.”

All around us, even since the first of November, the constant refrain with which we are being
bombarded on the internet and radio and television, in the malls and offices is “it’s the most wonderful time
of the year!” The faces we see are the happy faces of children with eyes all aglow as they open a present.
Or it’s the face of a young woman who has received a diamond engagement ring. Or it’s the faces of a
hundred happy people at the annual office party. But all these “happy” reminders may, in fact, actually only
deepen the pain of those who have lost or have never had. The anguish of broken relationships; the
insecurity of one’s employment or livelihood; the worries over health; the depression and loneliness of grief
– each and all can make someone feel like they are all alone in the midst of all the celebrating and spending.
Everyone needs the space and time to admit their sadness and worry and concern; everyone needs to know
that they are not alone.



As the days grow shorter, our spirits sink, and we can almost “feel” the darkness growing around us
and in us. We need encouragement – from each other and from God – to live through these days and the
days ahead. And so, again this year, Faith Church is offering a special “Longest Night” or “Blue Christmas”
worship on Wednesday, December 21st, at 7:30 p.m. In scripture and song and sermon and prayer and the
communion meal we will acknowledge the dark, the sorrow, and the pain we may know; and hang on in
faith that God – in Jesus, the Child of Bethlehem – is present with us as a light in the dark, as a strong
shoulder for those who mourn, and as a supporting arm for those who fear.

If you are one of those for whom this year’s Christmas is not “the most wonderful time of the year”,
come! If you know someone who is finding living in these days difficult and dark, invite them and offer to
be here with them! This service will own-up to that truth and turn our eyes toward Jesus . . . the one-and-
only Son sent by God to lead us from darkness into light.

Order your poinsettia now through Sunday, December 11th. Cost: $10 per
plant. Use one of your flower envelopes or a pew envelope, mark it poinsettia,
and write down any dedications you may have. Plants can be taken home after
the 11:00pm service Christmas Eve or after service Christmas morning.

If you would like to make a contribution to the Staff Christmas Gift, please
use the special envelope in your pack or mark a pew envelope “Staff Gift.”

If you receive a subscription to The Lutheran through Faith and would like
to make a donation towards its cost, please indicate on an envelope “The

Lutheran.” Subscription cost per year is $7.95

The Tree of Warmth will be up in the education lobby after Thanksgiving.
Its branches will accept hats, mittens, gloves, scarves & socks for all ages
through Sunday, December 18. This is a joint project between Faith & the
Building Blocks families.

Advent by Candlelight — Tuesday, December 6, at Faith

This wonderful evening gives us a great opportunity to take a break from the hubbub
and think about the true reason for the celebration of Christmas.

We are privileged this year to have the Lutheran Choralaires join us. Thanks to Ralph Paschke and Dave
Cunningham for helping us make the arrangements. We are sharing the night with Holy Cross as we did
last year with the event being here at Faith. Date: Tuesday, December 6 starting at 6:30pm with
appetizers and desserts. The program will begin about 7:15 with a devotion by Pastor Carr. Advent by
Candlelight is open to everyone ~ men and women, members and guests.

We need volunteers to host/hostess tables, which involves decorating your table, and bringing a dessert
and appetizers. Set-up of tables will be from 3-6 p.m. on Monday and any time after 9:30 a.m. on



Tuesday before the program. More details are available from Julia Machnak or Beth Hare. Sign up
sheets are posted in the Narthex. Hope to see you all there!

EDUCATION NEWS
Special Worship Service
On Sunday, December 18, the Youth of Faith will help with special parts of our worship
service. A light lunch will be offered afterward, so please sign up in the narthex.
Transportation will be provided to ensure that everyone can attend.

Winter Vacation
Sunday School classes for students in grades K-12 will not meet on December 25 or January 1,
but will resume on January 8.

Teens Say Thank You
Faith’s Teens are grateful for congregation donations during their November bake sales that
provided $160 for their next charitable project: buying Toys for Tots.

Faith’s 7th - 12th Graders
Two December activities are planned:
• 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. - on Friday, December 2 - “Toys for Tots” shopping
• 12 noon - 4:30 p.m. - on Tuesday, December 27 - movie @ Livonia AMC 20
Permission slips are required for both events. Teens may bring a friend along, too!

Planning for the Future
Several members of Faith are interested in exploring issues related to aging. If you would like
to discuss concerns, questions and difficult decisions that are often made during that stage of
life, then please plan to join the meeting on Tuesday, January 17 at 7:30 p.m. Those who attend
will determine the focus the group and plan future programs. If you have questions, then
please contact Linda Bozgan at (313) 278-8250 or lbozgan@hotmail.com

Thank you!!
~ Denny & Ruth Helzer for taking care of the selection & purchase of our communion wine
~ Al Peterson for taking a chain saw to the stumps on the west side of the parking lot
~ Bob Benoit for taking family pictures in an effort to complete our Faith Family board in the

Narthex
~ Karen & Carolyn MacKenzie for laptop support in creating the Faith Family board
~ Julia Machnak for providing extra goodies for Coffee Hour on November 6
~ Denny & Ruth Helzer, Al Peterson, Doug & Karen MacKenzie, Sharon Hohl, Dave Thomas,
Jack Otto, Bob Benoit and Beth Hare who all provided the muscles, equipment & time to de-leaf
and de-branch the perimeter of the church over several days
~ Cassie Haupt for heading up “Operation Christmas Child” & getting the boxes to their first stop
on their long journey
~ Dave Thomas as he continues the saga of replacing all our paper towel & toilet paper
dispensers



Have you noticed? Seen the shine or felt the slide?
Are you sitting in a pew refurbished by Al Peterson?

Family of Faith,
Thank you for supporting Operation Christmas Child! We didn’t quite meet our
goal of 50 boxes (the final count for this year was 31) but many of you made
gracious monetary donations toward the mission which totaled $393, enough to
pay the shipping for 56 boxes! The packages have been dropped off and will soon
be making their journey to a needy child in one of the 130+ receiving countries.
Thank you once again for putting forth an effort to make a child’s Christmas just a
little merrier!

~ Cassie Haupt

Out-n-About, Wants, Sales, & Job Opportunities

~ Concert: Classical Handbells. Along with the Livonia Youth Choir. Sunday, Dec. 4, 7:00pm, at St.
Matthew’s United Methodist Church, 30900 W. Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets are $10 presale or $12 at the
door. Call 734-422-6038 or www.seatyourself.biz/stmatthewslivonia
~ Need a Window Cleaner? Call Steve Shuran. Windows, screens, frames, & wall washing. Very
reasonable prices. Highly recommended by members Arlene Baugh & Doris Johnson.
~ Assistance Needed: youth, teens, & adults who are able to help Faith members with yard work &
other chores. Please contact the church office to volunteer. The day/time arrangements will be
determined when we have our list of helpers.
~ FOR SALE: beautiful porcelain dolls donated for Faith’s Rummage Sale. Great Christmas gifts.
Pictures & prices posted on Craig’s List under ‘Collectables’ or see Beth (& the dolls) in the church office.

The Lutheran Choralaires present their annual Christmas Concert entitled “A Choralaire
Christmas”. For over 64 years the Lutheran Choralaires have Celebrated the glorious birth of
Jesus in song and in their witnessing to their Lord, God and Savior. Through the talents and
commitment of Christian men who love Jesus and wish to share this love through song, they
have witnessed to the masses in Metro Detroit,throughout Michigan and beyond.
The Choralaire Family and their new Director, Terry Herald a noted Detroit area
composer and arranger, invite you and your family this year to celebrate the birth
of the new born King with their Christmas program at Historic Trinity in Detroit .
Fill your hearts with joy as the Choralaires help prepare the hearts and minds of
all Christians this Christmas season. “A Choralaire Christmas”, a Christmas concert by the
Lutheran Choralaires and their new Director, Terry Herald a noted Detroit area composer and
arranger, will be presented on Saturday Dec. 10, 2011 at 7:30pm at Historic Trinity Lutheran
Church located at 1345 Gratiot Ave. in Detroit . The concert tickets are available for
$12.50 ($6 for ages 12 and under). Inquiries about the Choralaires, the concert or tickets are
available through any member of the Choralaires or tickets can be ordered by phone from
Chuck Jackson at (248) 647-3897, Joe Foerster at (313) 884-3957 or Dennis Sheppard at (248)
738-1225. You can also find information about the Lutheran Choralaires at their Web Site at
http://www.lutheranchoralaires.org. There you can see their upcoming engagements, meet the
group and even find out a little history on the group. May all who hear the Choralaires and the
word of God be blessed and have their hearts prepared for the coming of Jesus this Christmas
season. Soli Deo Gloria.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December Dates
Tuesday, Dec. 6 Advent By Candlelight at Faith, featuring the Lutheran Choralaires
Wednesday, Dec. 7 Advent Dinner & Prayer Service
Wednesday, Dec. 14 Advent Dinner & Prayer Service
Wednesday, Dec. 21 7:30pm Longest Night Service
Saturday, Dec. 24 7:30pm & 11:00pm Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, Dec. 25 10:00am Celebration Service

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~

Haven’t you always wanted to run for office and demonstrate your leadership skills to
your fellow congregants?

NOW is your big chance!

Elections for Faith’s Church Council
will be in January, 2012.

The following are up for election:
President, Secretary, Worship Shepherd, Mission Shepherd.

If you are interested in running for any of these positions, please leave your name with the
church office by the beginning of January.


