A Disclaimer: | don’t normally allow my personal, political and societal views show on the
pages of this newsletter. But when it comes to this issue, | just can’t keep quiet!

Packing Heat? In Church?!ll

I've always thought myself a fairly conservative person. Ever since the day |
could register to vote, I've been registered as a “Republican,” although, if push
came to shove, | would tend to classify myself as a stalwart “Independent” who looks
at any and every political candidate or idea with a healthy dose of skepticism. But
as conservative as | think | am, | was in no way prepared for the news that came out
of Louisiana a week or so ago.

On July 8, Governor Bobby Jindal signed into law a measure that allows
people with concealed weapons permits to bring their weapons into church! Oh,
sure, the act does not allow people to simply come to church packing heat! Those
who want to bring their guns to church must pass a background check and engage
in an eight-hour continuing education class each year. The rationale (really, that's
what they call ite) behind the new statute law which becomes effective on Sunday,
August 151, at least according to Henry Burns, the state representative who thought
up the ideaq, is that “houses of worship in rough neighborhoods need the protection
that a concealed-weapons security force could provide.” Oh, there is one other
caveat: each week there must be an announcement made — either verbally orin
print in the weekly bulletin — that alerts people in the pews that “members may be
carrying weapons.”

Now, can you imagine me standing up every Sunday morning, and saying,
“Good Morning; and welcome to worship this morning, where we bask in the glorious
light of the overwhelming love of God for us in Jesus. Oh, and by the way, some of us
may be packing heat! So, as a special act of worship today, after the “Greeting of
Peace”, we'll have a “Blessing of the Guns” for the work of God’s kingdom!” Oir,
“here at Faith Church, we base our theology on the four gospels: Matthew, Mark,
Smith and Wesson!” | guess | am thankful that Michigan’s concealed carry law sfill
prohibits concealed weapons in houses of worship. For now, at least. Itis, after all,
the avowed goal of the gun lobby to move every state to become a “shall issue”
state where concealed carry permits are issued without restriction, and where
weapons can be toted anywhere and everywhere.

| think the combined action of the Louisiana Legislature and Governor is — to
put it mildly! — horribly misguided. The record and the statistics from across the
country are clear: as states have relentlessly marched down the road of relaxing
concealed carry laws, the overwhelming majority of weapons-related crimes are
being committed by those who have concealed carry permits . . . that means they
legitimately are carrying their weapons! A report analyzing Texas' relaxed
concealed carry laws indicates that those who have concealed carry permits are
arrested for weapons-related crimes at a rate 81% greater than that of the state’s
general population over the age of 211 And, if you think background checks will



prevent criminals from getting such permits, think again! Since Texas relaxed its carry
laws, over 400 convicted criminals, including those having been previously convicted
of armed robbery, were issued concealed carry permits!

| can only wonder “why in the world” a state legislature and a state governor
would believe that churches need to be places where people carry guns. The
tfremendous disconnect from sanity and logic in such a decision is one thing, and that
one thing is sad enough. But sadder still is the dramatic disconnect from any sound
theology that would be apparent in a church that would also espouse such a
stance. Weapons? In the house of God? The two simply do not go together!
Violence is contrary to the Christian way of life! It was contrary to the way of life
Jesus espoused. Do you remember Jesus’' words when Peter drew his sword in
Gethsemane Garden? An armed society attempts to create a safe society through
fear and intimidation, and |, for one, am not certain that paradigm is a model to
which we Christian people should aspire or of which we should be proud! To do that
would be for us Christians to throw up our hands in surrender and give up on the hard
and risky job of doing God's kingdom work in the world, the work of *making
disciples.” On the day we give up on thatwork . . . well . . . that's the day we cease
being the people of God in Jesus.

That's what | think. What about you?
Pastor Carr

Precaching Matters

I'lll be honest with you, | do not find myself agreeing with much of the theology |
hear coming from the purveyors of the mega-church or McChurch models. But here
is
a statement with which | find myself in solid agreement:

The most common mistake Christians make in worship is seeking an
experience, rather than seeking God. They look for a feeling, and if

it happens, they conclude that they have worshipped. Wrong! In

fact, God often removes our feelings so we won’t depend on them.
Seeking a feeling, even the feeling of closeness to Christ, is not worship.

- Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life, p. 109.

One of the ways God “finds” those who are seeking, is through the Word of God that
is heard week-in-and-week-out in worship. We Lutherans, in order to heighten our
awareness that even our worship is not about us, but about God, call this Word of
God that comes to us a means of grace. The lessons, appointed for every Sunday
and festival day of the church year make up what we call the Lectionary. Following
these appointed readings ensures that the Word of God heard in worship is not up to
one person'’s (the preacher’s) whim and fancy. The readings which will tickle our ears
during the month of August are:



Sunday, August 1% Ordinary Sunday 18

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 112-14, 2:18-23, or, Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 49:1-12, or, Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11; and, St. Luke 12:13-21

Sundaq, /—\ugust 8th: Ordinarq Su'nclaq 19

Genesis 15:1-6, or, Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 33:12-22, or, Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; and, St. Luke 12:32-40

Sundaq, /—\ugust 1 5th: Ordinarq Sunclaq 20*

Jeremiah 23:23-29, or, Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 82, or, Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19;
Hebrews 11:29-12:2; and, St. Luke 12:49-56

Sunday, August 22", Ordinary Sunday 2.1

Isaiah 58:9b-14, or, Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 103:1-8, or, Psalm 71:1-6;
Hebrews 12:18-29; and, St. Luke 13:10-17

Sunday, August Z9th: Ordinary Sunday 22

Proverbs 25:6-7, or, Jeremiah 2:4-13, or, Sirach 10:12-18; Psalm 112, or, Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; and, St. Luke 14:1, 7-14

In the hearing of the Word, may we who seek, be, instead, found by God and drawn closer to
God’s own heart of love.

* August 15t may alternately be observed as T he [Feast of Mary, the Mother of the | ord, with these
appointed readings: Isaiah 61:7-11; Psalm 34:1-9; Galatians 4:4-7; and St. Luke 1:46-55.
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General Fund incomein June was $18,111, down from last month’s $19,760, and up from last June's
$16,608. Expensesin June were $20,861, up from last month’s $18,252 and similar to last June's
$20,924. The month was negative, with expenses exceeding income by $2,750 for the month. There
was no Deficit Reduction Giving this month, and $2,890 has been received so far to match the $13,000
gift. The next table lists the income and expenses for 2010.

1/1/2010 to 6/30/2010 Budget Actudl
General Fund giving $109,672 $93,962
Building use, specials, other $7,857 $9,131
Building Blocks contribution $2,670 $2,670
Deficit Reduction Gift Matching $0 $2,890
Deficit Reduction Gift $0 $13,000
Total Revenue: $120,199 $121,653
Mission Outreach $11,664 $6,530
Staff Compensation and Benefits $76,195 $77,195
Worship Assistance Items $1,891 $1,590
Parish Education $1,086 $914
Property Costs $47,676 $47,983
Administrative Costs $5,750 $3,886




Total Expenses: $144,262 $138,098

Net income (l0ss) ($24,063) ($16,445)

The fund balances were as follows:

Endowment Fund (market value as of 6/30/10) $113,474
Millennium Fund (market value as of 6/30/10) $23,655
Memorial Funds $51,764
Dedicated Funds $31,462
General Fund (including $13,000 gift and matching thus far) ($30,081)
Building Blocks General Fund $2,455

Please keep up giving this summer, especially to the Deficit Reduction matching gift so we can put
more of the deficit behind us.

Y our Treasurer, Doug MacKenzie

Rummage Sale: August 13 -14, 9:00am -3:00pm

Remember our Annual Rummage Sale will be held for 2 days again this year.
Congregational members may shop on Thursday afternoon, August 12, from 1-3pm. Books are
now available every Sunday morning during Coffee Hour for purchase.
Proceeds this year will go to a congregation family in need, some congregational projects, and
WELCA missions and activities throughout the year.
Thanks to all who have donated items. Keep them coming!
We need your help in many ways:
1. Bring in your “valuables” for the sale no later than August 8.
2. Bring in baked goods in by Wednesday afternoon, August 11. Consider bringing nut breads,
cookies, muffins, etc.
3. Help sort and set up for the sale: Tuesday, July 27, 9:30-11:30am; Monday, August 9 through
Thursday, August 12 starting at 9:00am.
4. Help on Friday and/or Saturday for the sale itself: help to check out, manage lines, monitor the
sale in various ways. The greatest need is from 9 — 11am both days and from 1 — 3 pm on
Saturday as we have the bag sale at that time.
5. Help with clean up on Saturday starting at 2:00pm
This event requires everyone’s help and prayers to raise funds for Faith’s mission in this world.

Ever wonder what it would be like as a kid not to have a birthday

party? Unfortunately, some children in foster care have this experience. Cassie
Haupt is inviting our Faith Family to put a dent in this problem. On the fable in the
Narthex, she is collecting items to celebrate a child’s birthday: hats, napkins,
plates, candles, cake mix, frosting, zie. These items will bz packed in boxes on




Rally Day, providing a complete “party in a box.” Please have everything to Faith
by Sunday, S¢ptember 12. Dollar stores are excellent sources #o find the above
items. If you have any questions, call the church offick.

HELP WANTED — URGENT!
God’s House needs some dedicated persons willing to help keep our shrubs,
Memorial Garden, and other planted areas weed-free and trimmed. Minimal
skills are required. If we can get enough persons to sign up, we can establish
a rotating schedule so it will not be a huge burden on anyone. Please call Ralph Paschke
at 734-464-0930 if you are willing to help. Thank you in advance for your willingness to help!

Faith's “Goals” Committee Update:
The “Goals” Committee has been established to look at the future for Faith and explore the
possibilities around us. Various ways of sharing missions have been explored.

e VBS in June was shared with Holy Cross and St. Matthew

e We will cooperate with Holy Cross in their Non-Food Pantry (toilet paper, kleenix, etc.)
for the city of Livonia.

e We are exploring the possibility of coopering in a KHUSA (Kids Hope USA) project.
This involves a cooperative effort with a single public school and requires weekly
mentoring sessions with specific children.

e Our WELCA group will be meeting with Holy Cross WELCA in the fall to explore
sharing Advent By Candlelight this year.

e More exploration of possibilities with others are being looked at.

e The committee next meets in mid-August.

Youth & Education News:
Please read the enclosed note about GIFT Sundays at Faith. You are welcome to sign up
for an activity on both GIFT Sundays in August or the one GIFT Sunday that is
convenient for you ~ whatever fits into your schedule will be fine!

Plan to attend a Rally Day meal on September 12 right after our worship service on that
day. Sunday School will begin on September 19. This year, students in grades 1 - 12 will
meet on the choir room at 8:50am for ten minutes of music before classes begin at
9:00am

Teens will be receiving a survey at the beginning of September to help with planning
their fall activities.

Confirmation students will receive a calendar for the upcoming school year in the next
couple of weeks. The Catechism Retreat will be from 6:00pm on August 24 to 6:00pm on
August 25, with the location TBD. The first regular class session will be at Emmanuel
from 3:30 - 5:30pm on Sunday, September 19. A new curriculum has been chosen for
this year.
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THANK YOU!

~ to everyone who donated materials for this year’s shared VBS with Holy Cross

Lutheran & St. Matthew’s Methodist (both located on 6 Mile)

~ Faith members & friends who volunteered their time at VBS

~ "Pijllow Brigade” who created 50 little stuffed wonders in under 2%> hours for VBS:

Linda Bozgan, Sharon Hohl, Karen MacKenzie, Anna Pedrotte, Bonnie Phillips & Carol

Mazurek

~ Linda Bozgan for the tremendous job she did & the trials she had to face in

representing & organizing for Faith at VBS

~ to everyone who helped rearrange things to get worship(with baptism) going in the

Parish Hall during the power outage on Sunday, June 6. Thanks to Ralph Paschke for

running to Tim Horton’s for boxes-o-coffee that morning (Lutherans without coffee on a Sunday

morning - never heard of such a thing!)

~ Ruth Helzer for pulling weeds wherever they are found (even in the pouring rain!)

~ Dave Thomas for updating wiring in three key spots in the kitchen

~ Qur Piece Makers for again creating beautiful quilts for our graduates

~ Carmen Haag, Thrivent Representative, for sponsoring our Coffee Time on June 13

~ Dave Thomas for ordering and installing new soap dispensers in several of the
bathrooms. These new dispensers take the place of the ones that sat on the sink edge

(and the old Boraxo powder soap dispensers from another era you may have noticed around)

~ Ralph Paschke for installing a paper towel holder in the kitchen & a new air conditioner

in Pastor Carr’s office along with Dave Thomas

~ Eric Haupt Sr. & Jim Haupt for working on our phone system so diligently until the
problem was properly diagnosed & corrected (by our carrier)

~ Dave Thomas for taking down the coat rack & other items in preparation for the work

to be done in the "Bookstore” area

~ Julia Machnak, Brenda Holt & Carol Mazurek for revamping the Bookstore area (watch

for the grand re-opening this fall!)

~ to everyone who participated in the July 4" bbq picnic, especially our Parish Life
Committee for planning & carrying out this event

~ Craig & Gail Wilcox for volunteering to help with the Memorial Garden

~ Annette Scheer for volunteering her help around the outside of our building

~ Dave & Shelly Benoit for planting flowers in the east entrance boxes & painting the
handicap railing by the same doors




A special recommendation to everyone forwarded by member Regi Sale, who heard about
this idea years ago:

On or near your birthday, donate the amount of your birth age to the church; for
example, one dollar for each year you are old. Children can get in the habit of doing this by
donating one penny, nickel, dime or quarter for every year they are old. You can specify
where you would like this special ‘birthday’ donation to go fo — missions, Library, etc. Regi has
made this donation every year for a long time and she says it makes her feel wonderful to
give a little something extra ‘special’ to celebrate her life and her love for our Lord.

Upcoming Events

~ “A Journey of Song and Spirit”, an interfaith candlelit evening of song, storytelling and wonder with a
Franciscan Minstrel and a Jewish Troubadour. Saturday, Aug. 28, at 6:00pm — St. Robert Ballarmine,
27101 West Chicago (at Inkster). Free will offering. Visit www.songandspirit.org for more information.
Candles & bags of coffee will be on sale to benefit the Canticle Café, a hospitality ministry serving the
homeless in downtown Detroit.

~ Women of Faith “QOver the Top” Convention at the Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, OH, Sept. 17-
18. For additional information go to womenoffaith.com/overthetop or view the packet of information in
the church office.

~ DTE Discount Concert Tickets through THRIVENT: the following concerts are scheduled:

~ Sunday, August 8, 7:30pm: Michael W. Smith/Amy Grant

~ Sunday, September 19, 7:30pm: Steven Curtis Chapman/Third Day.
Through Thrivent, lawn seats are available for only $3 ticket (normal price is $15). There is a $5 per person
parking fee with these special ticket prices. If you are interested in either of these concerts please call Beth
at the church office.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

The Southeast Michigan Synod of the ELCA has chosen NOT to participate in the Box
Car collection for Lutheran World Relief this fall, so we will not be collecting school
supplies. Please consider using your funds to buy items for the birthday party boxes for
foster children project (see above article). It is also never too early to get school supplies
for your Operation Christmas Child box while all the sales are on!




